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Italian campaign of 1799 ; but he got beaten again. Per-
sonally brave though, he was, he was always unlucky in war;
not that he lacked ability, but because he was, like an
Austrian general, too limited and too exclusive in his strategy.
Before a battle he could chalk out a plan which was nearly
always good, but he should have modified it according to
circumstances, and this he was too slow-witted to do. He
acted like some chess players, who can play very well as long
as they are directing both sides, but are at a loss in a real
game when the adversary moves his pieces otherwise than
they had expected. Thus on August 26, the very day when
the Emperor was winning a brilliant victory before Dresden,
Macdonald lost the battle which the French call the Katz-
bach, and the Germans Jauer or Janowitz.

The French army, consisting of 75,000 men, including my
regiment, was posted betwen Liegnitz and Goldberg on the
left bank of the little stream of the Katzbach,v separated by it
from several Prussian corps commanded by Field-Marshal
Blucher. The ground which we occupied was cut up with
wooded hillocks which, though practical for cavalry, rendered
its movements difficult and for that reason offered great
advantages to infantry. Now as Macdonald's force consisted
chiefly of that arm, and he had only the 6,000 force of
Sebastiani's corps, while the enemy had 15,000 to 203000 at
his disposal posted on the vast level plateau of Jauer, it
was obviously his duty to await the Prussians in his position.
It maybe added that the left bank of the Katzbach is low,
while on the opposite side, in order to reach the plateau of
Jauer, a lofty and rocky hill has to be climbed by means of a
steep and stony road. The only bridges over the Katzbach
are in front of the villages, which are few, and the fords are
very narrow and become impracticable if the water rises in
the least. The stream covered the front of the French army,
than which nothing could have been more favourable to us,
but Marshal Macdonald, wishing to attack the Prussians,
abandoned the great advantages of his position and put the
Katzbach behind him, ordering his troops to cross at several
points. The cavalry corps, including Exelmans' division,mong the curiosities in the
